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Who Do we Regulate?

IOUs (Investor Owned Utilities)
PG&E, SCE, SDG&E, PacificCorp, Sierra Pacific

NOT POUs (Public Owned Utilities)
LADWP, SMUD
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CPCN/PTC PROCESS
CPUC review of transmission line applications 
involves two concurrent and parallel processes:

General Proceeding conducted by the 
Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) & Assigned 
Commissioner to assess need and review cost .

and 

Environmental review per CEQA or Joint 
CEQA/NEPA.
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Proceeding
Protest/Responses Filed
Prehearing Conference
Public Participation Hearing
Scoping memo
Evidentiary hearings

CEQA Review
Completeness review
Agency Consultation
Public Workshop
Notice of Preparation
Public Scoping Meeting
Comments on NOP
Draft EIR
Public Meeting 
Public Comments
Final EIR

Proposed & Alternative Decisions
Public Comment

CPUC Vote

Application Filed
PEA Application
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CPUC PERMIT STREAMLINING 
INITIATIVES

1.CPUC Executive Director’s Transmission Project Review 
Streamlining Directives

3-6 months pre-filing work with proponent’s Environmental 
Assessment (PEA)
Post filing-Deem complete; CEQA schedule; early 
consultation/resolution of issues
Proceeding Phase-Establish efficient timelines

2. Established On-call contract process

3. Created PEA checklist to provide direction on PEA filings for 
applicants to avoid lengthy deficiency reviews

4. Mitigation measures streamlining guidelines for PEA

5. Transmission Technology Workshop
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Response to Executive Order

1. Align the CAISO and CPUC requirements for 
determining the ‘need’ so analysis is only done 
once.

2. Investigate how we utilize RETI in permitting 
transmission lines

3. Workshop, to better coordinate Federal & State 
Resource agencies internal processes prepared 
resource agencies.
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CPUC Process
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